
Appendix 1 

Leeds Bradford International Airport- Extension of the terminal building 

 
1.0 Background Information 
 
LBIA is the fifteenth largest airport in the UK in terms of passenger throughput, and the 
largest in the Yorkshire and Humber Region.  
 
LBIA plays a vital role in the economy of the Region, being important in facilitating commerce 
and tourism, and in providing both direct and indirect employment. Recent growth trends are 
indicative of the strong market for air transport that exists within the Region.  
 
The LBIA masterplan was published in 2005 and covers a period up to 2016 and addresses 
some longer term proposals for airport infrastructure up to 2030. The need for improvements 
to the airport’s terminal facilities is set out in the masterplan and established at national level 
in the White Paper ‘The Future of Air Transport’ and supported by the Regional Spatial 
Strategy for Yorkshire and Humber. 
 
2.0 Main Issues 
 
The main considerations are: 
 

• The need for improvements  

• The principle of development 

• Development details 

• Impact on the highway infrastructure 

• Sustainable design 
 
The Need for Improvements 
 
The re-organisation and expansion of the existing terminal building is necessary to provide 
passengers with a good standard of facilities. The proposals will improve the circulation of 
people throughout the airport and reduce the delays and congestion currently experienced, 
particularly at peak hours.  
 
The proposed improvements to existing facilities within the terminal building are vital in 
maintaining the airports competitiveness, so that it can compete with rival airports such as 
Newcastle, Manchester, East Midland and Liverpool. The continued success of the airport 
provides considerable benefits to the local and regional economy. 
 
The Principle of Development  
 
The entire airport is located within the Green Belt which would normally restrict development. 
However, in order to facilitate airport development an Airport Operational Land Boundary 
(AOLB) has been identified in the Leeds Unitary Development Plan (UDP). This means that 
development that is directly related to the airport can be considered acceptable in principle. 
The entire site lies within the AOLB. Leeds UDP Policy T30A indicates a general 
commitment towards development at the airport and the airport masterplan and the White 



Paper ‘The Future of Air Transport’ acknowledge the need for improvements to the terminal 
facilities.  
 
Development Details 
 
The proposals will provide internal improvements to the existing terminal and a new two 
storey extension to its landside face.  
 
Internal modifications include re-modelling of the immigration facility to provide a larger 
queue area, more desks and support offices, and an enlarged security search facility as 
required by the DfT. In addition, re-organisation of the domestic baggage reclaim hall will 
increase circulation space and improve space for the coach gate hold room. 
 
The two storey extension will provide in the region of 4,600sqm of accommodation, of which 
2,300sqm will be provided at ground floor level to improve the concourse, check in and 
security facilities, and 2,300sqm at first floor level to provide a departure lounge and retail 
link to the existing first floor catering provision.  
 
Passengers will experience a more comfortable layout of facilities reducing delays and 
congestion as they journey through the building. The new concourse will be considerably 
wider and provide excellent circulation space.  
 
Impact on the Highway Infrastructure 
 
Through the improvements proposed to the terminal building, the airport is reviewing its flight 
schedules in order to mitigate the impact of vehicular movements on the highway network at 
peak hours.  
 
An updated Travel Plan and Surface Access Strategy have been submitted to Leeds City 
Council. Latest monitoring indicates a considerable increase in public transport usage at the 
airport from 27% in 2005 to 34% in 2008 (it should be noted that the public transport modal 
share does not include for passengers travelling to the airport using shuttle buses). 
 
New long stay car parking has been approved by Leeds City Council and is being built out in 
phases at the airport. As part of the approval, a package of highway measures has been 
secured by the Council to facilitate a greater number of traffic movements than currently take 
place. 
 
Sustainable Design 
 
The airport commissioned a sustainability appraisal in parallel with the development of the 
masterplan. The sustainability appraisal has informed the development of the masterplan 
and subsequently this proposal. The proposals have scope for the incorporation of 
renewable technologies and it is the intention to achieve a Good BREEAM assessment 
rating. The options being considered include: 
 

• Water conservation; 

• Solar water heating; and 

• Rainwater recovery 
 



The key criteria to be applied in the assessment of these technologies are whole life cost 
and life cycle impact in terms of carbon emissions, appropriateness to the site and energy 
demands of the development. 
 
LBIA is fully aware of its environmental responsibilities and will continue to take action to 
mitigate environmental impacts. 
 
3.0 Conclusions 
 
Improvements to the terminal facility are needed to improve the passenger experience and 
ensure that LBIA can compete with other regional airports. LBIA plays an important role in 
the local and regional economy. The need for improved terminal facilities is acknowledged in 
the airport masterplan and the White Paper ‘The Future of Air Transport’. The proposals fall 
entirely within the AOLB established in the Leeds Unitary Development Plan, where Policy 
T30A supports in principle airport development. 
 


